Gabriel and Mary

Words by S. Baring-Gould (1834-1924)
Poem “The Offer” by Mark Greene

Old Basque carol
arranged by Richard Hubbard
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This arrangement © Ennerdale Music, 20 Shelley Road, Lexden, Colchester, Essex CO3 4JL

Poem “The Offer” © Mark Gteene. Used by permission.
Photocopying without permission is illegal and unfair.
sales@ennerdalemusic.co.uk
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READER:

It was an offer she could have refused,

a life she could have used in some other way.

To grow great with child, for example, after her wedding day;
to forego the knowing looks and the slur of slut;

to defer to another the chance to tell a father

and watch the words twist in her fiance's gut;

to make room for some noble's daughter to carry the cause of innocents' slaughter;
to allow some other to cradle a son
pale from his pinioned death.

The reading shou imed so that the final word

AD :
d have said:

“All'things considered, and though I am flattered,
I would rather not.

I am just a village girl, not fit for such matters”.
Of course, there was the sigh of angel's wings,
the words with all his promises ripened for now,
the chance to do something extraordinary,

to let what was ordinary become...

But afterwards

would it not all seem such girlish fancy?
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READER:

She, turning from the safety of merely human possibility;
marvelling at how it could be that he should choose her to bless,
welcomed truth to her womb,

and said ...
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